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SVI 2019 
SAIL FOR THE BLIND and VISUALLY 

IMPAIRED  
SATURDAY - OCTOBER 19, 2019 

10:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
 

Sponsored by: American Legion Post 291 Family  

In Cooperation with Women's Sailing Association – Orange 

 

In 1990, Bonnie Gibson and Bobbie Reed took 15 blind people sailing on a 
40-foot sailboat.  Each year, they took more people out and enlisted more 
skippers to assist.  Now, although Bonnie and Bobbie are still actively 
involved in the event, it has grown so large that it is sponsored by the 
sponsored and hosted by the American Legion Yacht Club and the Post 
291 Family in cooperation with the Women's Sailing Association - Orange 
County (WSA-OC). 
 
Each year, over 240 blind or visually impaired individuals and their escorts 
spend a day sailing with volunteers from the American Legion Yacht Club, 
WSA-OC and other members from the Newport Harbor yachting 
community. 
 
Approximately 45 skippers and boats from the community are needed to 
participate in this worthwhile event. Over 150 volunteers are needed to act 
as escorts, servers, crew and more. If you would like to participate with 
your boat, volunteer or you would like to donate items for the fund-raising 
drawing or service dog gift bags, please send us an email message. We 
are sure that you will enjoy this very special event. 
 
For more information or to volunteer, please contact Tony Melum at 
tonymelum@hotmail.com. 
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